
 

 

        

Obedient and Creative like the Saints:  Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning! Today I would like to focus on the prayer we 

can do beginning with a Bible passage. The words of Sacred Scripture were not written to remain imprisoned on papyrus, 

parchment, or paper, but to be received by a person who prays, making them blossom in his or her heart. The Word of God 

goes to the heart. The Catechism affirms that: “prayer should accompany the reading of Sacred Scripture” the Bible cannot be 

read like a novel “so that a dialogue takes place between God and man” (n. 2653). This is where prayer leads you, because it is a   

dialogue   with   God.  That too, centuries and centuries ago, to bring me a word of God. It was written for each of us. This 

experience happens to all believers: a passage from Scripture, heard many times already, unexpectedly speaks to me one day, 

and enlightens a situation that I am living. But it is necessary that I be present on that day for that appointment with the Word. 

That I be there, listening to the Word. Every day God passes and sows a seed in the soil of our lives.  We do not know whether 

today he will find dry ground, brambles, or good soil that will make that seed grow. That they become for us the living Word of 

God depends on us, on our prayer, on the open heart with which we approach the Scriptures. God passes continually through 

Scripture. And here I return to what I said last week, to what Saint Augustine said: “I am afraid of God when he passes”. Why is 

he afraid? That he will not listen to him. That he will not realize that he is the Lord.                                                                                 

Through prayer a new incarnation of the Word takes place. And we are the “tabernacles” where the words of God seek to be 

welcomed and preserved, so that they may visit the world. This is why we must approach the Bible without ulterior motives, 

without exploiting it. The believer does not turn to the Holy Scriptures to support his or her own philosophical and moral view, 

but because he or she hopes for an encounter; the believer knows that those words were written in the Holy Spirit, and that 

there- fore they should be welcomed and understood in that same Spirit, so that the encounter can occur.                                                    

It bothers me a little when I hear Christians who recite verses from the Bible like parrots. “Oh, yes… Oh, the Lord says… He 

wants this…”. But did you encounter the Lord, with that verse? It is not only a question of memory: it is a question of the 

memory of the heart, which opens you to the encounter with the Lord. And that word, that verse, leads you to the encounter 

with the Lord. Thus, we read the Scriptures so that they may “read us”. And it is a grace to be able to recognize oneself in this 

passage or that character, in this or that situation. The Bible was not written for a generic humanity, but for us, for me, for you, 

for men and women in flesh and blood, men and women who have a name and a surname, like me, like you. And when the 

Word of God, infused with the Holy Spirit, is received with an open heart, it does not leave things as they were before: never. 

Something changes. And this is the grace and the power of the Word of God.                                                                                        

Christian tradition is rich in experiences and reflections on prayer with the Sacred Scripture. In particular, the method of “Lectio 

Divina” was established; it originated in monastic circles, but is now also practiced by Christians who frequent their parishes. It 

is first of all a matter of reading the biblical passage attentively: even more, I would say with “obedience” to the text, to 

understand what it means in and of itself. One then enters into dialogue with Scripture, so that those words become a cause for 

meditation and prayer: while remaining faithful to the text, I begin to ask myself what it “says to me”. This is a delicate step:  we 

must not slip into subjective interpretations, but rather become part of the living Tradition, which unites each of us to Sacred 

Scripture. The last step of Lectio Divina is contemplation. Words and thoughts here give way to love, as between lovers for 

whom sometimes it is enough to just look at each other in silence. The biblical text remains, but like a mirror, like an icon to be 

contemplated. And in this way, there is dialogue. Through prayer, the Word of God comes to abide in us, and we abide in it. The 

Word inspires good intentions and sustains action; it gives us strength and serenity, and even when it challenges us, it gives us 

peace. On “bad” and confusing days, it guarantees to the heart a core of confidence and of love that protects it from the attacks 

of the evil one. In this way the Word of God is made flesh allow me to use this expression: made flesh in those who receive it in 

prayer. The intuition emerges in some ancient texts that Christians identify so completely with the Word that, even if all the 

Bibles in the world were to be burned, its “mold” could still be saved through the imprint it left on the life of the saints. This is a 

beautiful expression. Christian life is at the same time a work of obedience and of creativity. Good Christians must be obedient, 

but they must be creative. Obedient, because they listen to the Word of God; creative, because they have the Holy Spirit within 

who drives them to be so, to lead them for- ward. At the end of one of his discourses addressed in the form of parables, Jesus 

makes this comparison: “Every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of 

his treasure” the heart “what is new and what is old”. The Holy Scriptures are an inexhaustible treasure. May the Lord grant us 

all to draw ever more from them, though prayer. The Pope's words which he offered in Italian from the Private Library of the 

Vatican's Apostolic Palace. 



 

Since we have resolved to devote to Him this very brief period of time  only a small part of what we spend upon ourselves and 

upon people who are not particularly grateful to us for it  let us give it Him freely, with our minds unoccupied by other things 

and entirely resolved never to take it back again, whatever we may suffer through trials, annoyances or aridities. Let me realize 

that this time is being lent me and is not my own, and feel that I can rightly be called to account for it if I am not prepared to 

devote it wholly to God… St Teresa of Avila 

For even though He was God, yet He fulfilled obedience in the flesh and according to the flesh and prevailed over the will of the 

flesh by the will of the Godhead, as He had said beforehand, ‘I have come down from heaven not to do My own will, but the will 

of the Father Who sent Me, calling that of the flesh His own will, since the flesh had become His own. It was necessary for the 

will of the flesh to be moved and yet subjected to the divine will, and so human disobedience is forgiven because of this 

extraordinary obedience, that of Christ for our sake… St. Athanasius the Great ca. 297-373 (Sermon on Now My soul is troubled) 

A Daily Prayer for Lent                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sunday             May the love I feel today become the love I show.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Monday           I know what I need to do, Father give me courage.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Tuesday           I want to love You; sometimes I don’t know how.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Wednesday     You alone are the source of my strength, my joy, My justice.                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Thursday          Show me, Christ, how to make progress in the spiritual life, today.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Friday               Oh God, I want to know You, beyond what I can see.                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Saturday          Father, show me a new way to love one of my friends, today. 

The Good Man. The good man out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil man out of his evil treasure 

produces evil: for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks......Luke 6:45 

The Rosary is the book of the blind, where souls see and there enact the greatest drama of love the world has ever known; it is 

the book of the simple, which initiates them into mysteries and knowledge more satisfying than the education of other men; it 

is the book of the aged, whose eyes close upon the shadow of this world, and open on the substance of the next. The power of 

the rosary is beyond description… Archbishop Fulton Sheen 

God of Power and Might: All earth proclaims your greatness, Lord God of power and might. Be thou our inspiration, each live-

long day and night. You made us all to praise you, to offer you our love. You see our thoughts and actions from your throne 

above. You made the seas and rivers, the deep blue of the sky. The earth and all its treasures, the stars that shine on high. All 

earth proclaims your greatness, Lord God of power and might. Be Thou our inspiration, each live-long day… Fr Thomas Foy 

The Sublime Humility of God: Let all humankind be seized with fear; let the whole world tremble, let the heavens exult, when 

Christ the Son of God, is present on the altar, in the Hands of the Priest. O admirable height and stupendous lowliness! 0 

humble sublimity! O sublime humility! That the Lord of the universe, God and the Son of God, so humbles himself, that for our 

salvation, He hides himself under the form of a morsel of bread. Consider brothers, the humility of God and pour out your 

hearts before him. Humble yourselves that you may be exalted by him. Keep back nothing for yourselves so that he who gives 

himself up totally to you, may receive you totally… St Francis of Assisi 

A Place to meet: I differ from my neighbor, not at all because we are living in two entirely different but because from our 

common world of ideas, we receive different intuitions, I mine. If we both draw our intuitions really from the world of ideas, 

and do not really obey external impulses physical or moral then we cannot meet one another in striving from the same aims, in 

having the same intentions...Rudolf Steiner 

In His Will is Our Peace                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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